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2,343 Horses

POINT-TO-POINT  

Average No of
horses running;

504 Riders

Per meeting; Per Race;

48 7

Average age of
riders;

660 young horses  
(4,5 & 6 yo)

15,168 
entries made

Largest number of runners 
127Larkhill Racing Club 

26

22%

were  
new riders

Riders were sponsored 151

2017/18 Season Statistics

61% Male 
39% Female

179

meetings

at

102

courses

250,000+ attendees

SOCIAL MEDIA 

6,123 
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4,830 followers: The PPA

likes: The PPA 

likes: GoPointing

3,886  followers: GoPointing 
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Chief Executive’s Review 
The 2017-18 season was a memorable one with an 

unprecedented number of fixtures either abandoned or 

rearranged owing to the inclement weather. The resolve of the 

organising committees, officials, participants and 

organisations was tested to the maximum and it was a massive 

achievement to be able to reschedule 18 successful fixtures!   As ever, it is a privilege 

and pleasure for my team to play our part in supporting everyone within the sport to 

keep the show on the road. 

 

 

Both Andrew Merriam and Philip Hall were welcomed onto the PPA Board in 

November 2017.  Andrew is the fourth person to hold the position of Chairman since 

the PPA’s creation in 2008 and brings great depth of knowledge and experience of 

Point-to-Pointing.  Philip Hall joined the Board as The Jockey Club representative, 

replacing Richard Russell.  Philip is five-times South East area champion and retired 

from the saddle in February 2017 after riding a winner at Charing.  I should like to 

record my grateful thanks to our interim Chairman and current Board member Nick 

Sutton, and to Richard Russell for his outstanding work, dedication and commitment 

in representing The Jockey Club on the Board since 2008.  

Best wishes go to Becci Thompson who we were proud to see take up a position at 

Newbury Racecourse and a very warm welcome to Adam Hurley who took over the 

reins of PR and Communications Executive in January 2018.  Adam spent 17 years 

working in the betting industry and achieved ultimate accolade of his profession 

when claiming the prestigious Betting Shop Manager of the Year title in 2014; he is a 

strong addition to the team.  The PPA Liaison Assistant, Shelley Coles remains a 

valued member of the team and should be commended for her hard work, and 

loyalty to the PPA and PPSA. 

Philip Hall Andrew Merriam 
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Under the guidance of the PPA’s two sub-committees, the sport continues 

to innovate and move with the times. The 2017-18 season was no exception, 

with a series of six point-to-point flat races trialled.  The races, which were 

limited to young horses, were extremely popular with all bar one dividing and we 

look forward to expanding the series to 10 in 2018-19.   

Point-to-Pointing continues to provide a foundation for horses yet to run under 

rules, playing an essential part in their development and encouraging a natural 

progression of their mental and physical abilities.  This fact is no better reflected than 

in the sales ring this year with a growing number of the sport’s young horses 

attracting large sums at auction, including Interconnected sold for £220,000 to Nicky 

Henderson and Financier, now in training with Kerry Lee, sold for £115,000.  The 

relevance of Point-to-Pointing to jump jockey education is clear with the sport being 

the single biggest contributor to participants in racing under Rules.  This season 

Connor Brace was dominant in the Fuller's Mens' Novice ranks and looks set to try 

and emulate the success of James Bowen and graduate to a successful professional 

career - good luck Connor!  

We make no apology for putting the welfare of both horse and rider as our top 

priority at the PPA.  The 2017-18 season saw a major step forward in raising medical 

standards with all Doctors providing medical cover this season needing to register 

with the BHA and attain a minimum standard of training and clinical governance.  

Registration also enabled Doctors to access a group indemnity scheme and a special 

note of thanks goes to PPA Medical Advisor, Dr Peter Johnson.  With the support of 

the PPA team and BHA Medical Department, Peter has worked tirelessly to support 

fixtures and ensure a smooth transition to the new system.  

BHA Grant funding has resulted in riders being able to access the services of BHA 

Jockey Coaches.  Evening equiciser sessions were held at the IJF’s rehabilitation 

centres, Oaksey and Jack Berry House as well as the British Racing School in 

Newmarket.  Other activities included a schooling day at the Northern Racing 

College and course walks at five Point-to-Points.  We look forward to further 

developing Jockey Coaching, with the implementation of mandatory regional 

training for all first-time riders prior to the issue of a Riders Qualification Certificate in 

2018-19. The assessment will equip riders with more confidence and ensure they are 

supported and get maximum enjoyment from the sport. 

At a challenging and changing time for the Horserace Betting Levy Board we were 

grateful to receive an increase in the PPA’s annual grant.  The PPA has subsequently 

worked with the grass roots to create a new framework for grants in order to achieve 

a more balanced fixture list in future. In addition, the Levy grant has 
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enabled the PPA to deliver training and educational seminars; continue 

promoting the sport to the wider audience via a new promotional film that 

will be launched in 2019, and develop the National Point-to-Point website. 

National Sponsorship is crucial to the health and success of our sport and I am 

pleased to report that the grass roots of racing was again well supported by big-

name sponsors.  We were delighted to welcome the JRL Group to the sport 

sponsoring the six Point-to-Point Flat races over the season.  Skinner’s Pet Foods 

stepped up its support by sponsoring the Lady Riders’ championship in addition to 

once again supporting the 20 races which make up the Ladies Open Series.  Timico 

continued to sponsor a mixed open series across the country and Connolly’s Red 

Mills marked its eleventh year of national sponsorship by coming on board as the 

PPA’s official nutrition partner. The company once again sponsored the popular 

intermediate Series and national championships for the leading horse under their 

supplement brand Foran Equine.  Support for mares was strengthened with the 

continuation of the Thoroughbred Breeders’ Association’s 3-2-1 Bonus, which 

resulted in £7,000 being shared between three sets of connections.  The Jockey 

Club’s popular “Mares Maiden Series” was well supported, with the Champion Novice 

Mare award and £500 going to One Big Love for Sally Alner. 

Finally, it was fantastic to bring the PPA National Dinner back home to the Belfry for 

its 50th anniversary in November 2017 and we look forward to celebrating our 

champions of the 2017- 18 season there again on 10th November 2018.  We had 

some thrilling championships this season with plenty of new names to 

celebrate.  Alex Edwards did the near impossible and usurped six-time champion Will 

Biddick from the top of the Fuller's Mens' division.  Alex of course was 

ably supported by new leading trainer Philip Rowley, who also chalked up a first title.  

While the Mens’ lists had a new feel, the female equivalent had a familiar look to 

it. Gina Andrews was unstoppable yet again, winning her fifth Skinner’s Lady Riders’ 

championship. 

As I hand over to my successor ahead of the 2018-19 season, I should like to take 

this opportunity to thank formally the Board and everyone I have worked with within 

the sport for their enthusiasm and great support.  I will remain a staunch supporter 

of what is a very special and unique sport which I have grown a deep passion for 

over the past four seasons. 

Clare Hazell, Chief Executive, June 2018 
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The Board   

The Board, under the chairmanship of Andrew Merriam (from November 2017), met 

regularly during the year. 

Stakeholder Directors 

Alan Hill - MFHA       

Stephen Howlett - PPSA      

Philip Hall – The Jockey Club 

Robert Killen – PPORA  

Independent Directors 

Jeremy Barber 

Nick Sutton  

The PPA Team 
 

 
 

Medical Advisor:  Dr Peter Johnson 

Book Keeper/Accounts:   Julie Ellis 
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National Sponsors 2017/18 

The PPA were delighted to welcome construction company JRL 

Group as new national sponsors for the 2017/18 season, sponsoring 

the inaugural point-to-point Flat race series.  Six races were held 

during the season and were incredibly popular – most races required 

at least one division due to the high number of entries. 

Cheltenham Gold Cup-sponsor Timico once again 

supported a valuable nationwide series of 14 mixed open 

races, which were all run for the maximum total prize fund of 

£1,000.  The series culminated in a £25,000 final at Cheltenham’s evening hunters’ chase 

meeting on Friday 4th May, won for the second time by Barel of Laughs. 

Skinners Pet Foods enjoyed their second season of sponsoring the 

ladies’ open race series. They supported 20 races across the season, 

concluding with a hunters’ chase final at Stratford Racecourse on 8th 

June, won by Owen Glendower.  

Celebrating their 11th year of involvement, Connolly’s RED MILLS 

once again sponsored the 14 race intermediate series, in the lead up 

to the prestigious hunters’ chase final at Cheltenham on 4th May.  The 

series final was won by Fortune Bound.  Connolly’s RED Mills continued to support the national 

championships for the leading horse, and, under their supplement brand Foran Equine, the 

leading trainer titles.  

The Thoroughbred Breeders Association (TBA) once again supported 

a bonus scheme for mares running in the point-to-point bumpers under 

Rules, and we welcomed back Goffs UK who sponsored those races at 

Aintree and Exeter. Two mares – Rapaport and Lily 

The Pink – each won the full set of bonuses, worth 

£3,000. 

The Jockey Club were welcomed back as a sponsor of the Mares 

Maiden Series, including the Champion Novice Mare award. Mares 

accumulated points once they had been placed in one of 21 

sponsored qualifiers. The owner of the winning mare was awarded 

£500 at the National Awards Dinner. 

 

 



2017/18
CHAMPIONS

Skinner's Lady Rider Champion

Gina Andrews

23 wins

Fuller's Gentleman Rider Champion 

Alex Edwards

42 wins

Fuller's Lady Novice Rider Champion 

Alice Stevens

9 wins

Fuller's Gentleman Novice Rider Champion

Connor Brace

21 wins



2017/18
CHAMPIONS

Connolly's RED MILLS Champion Horse

William Money

7 wins

Foran Equine Trainers' (7 or fewer) Champion 

Kieran Price

14 wins

Foran Equine Trainers' (8 or more) Champion 

Philip Rowley

38 wins

The Jockey Club Champion Novice Mare

One Big Love

23 pts



PPA NATIONAL 
AWARDS

Once again we had a fantastic evening at The Belfry Hotel & Resort for the annual PPA National 

Awards Dinner & Dance.  200 guests enjoyed fantastic food, wine and entertainment - including 

plenty of laughs from host Luke Harvey! - as we celebrated the champions of the 2017/18 

season.

 

Highlights of the evening included special achievement award winners Shirley Turner and 

Richard Wilson for their dedication to the sport in relation to secretarial work and stewarding 

respectively.  It was also wonderful to see Gina Andrews collecting her fifth Women's title and 

Alex Edwards collect his first in the Mens' division.

 

A huge thank you to award sponsors Fullers, Skinner's, Connolly's RED MILLS, Foran Equine, 

The Point-to-Point Racing Company and The Jockey Club.   Without their support the evening 

would not be possible.

Left to Right, Alex Edwards, Alice Stevens, Gina Andrews, Connor Brace



PPA Annual Report 2017/18 

 

 

 

 

PPA Accountancy 

Tim Brown of Grosvenor House Grosvenor House Practice Ltd continued as the PPA’s 

accountant/auditor. 

The PPA is grateful that it can rely upon such professional advice. 

 

Statutory Report & Accounts 

The Statutory Report and Accounts for the year ended June 2018 and Balance Sheet 

at that date are set out on the remaining pages of this Report. 
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