THE POINT-TO-POINT AUTHORITY
ANNUAL REPORT 2014-15

CHAIRMAN’S INTRODUCTION

Although for the previous ten years I had been actively involved in running my horses,
mostly homebred, in Point to Points it was not until I took over from Simon Claisse as
Chairman at the beginning of this last season that I fully comprehended what a profound
effect the banking collapse of 2008 and its collateral economic problems had had on
our sport.
The pressure on disposable incomes that was triggered in 2008 was immediately reflected in a decline in the
number of horses qualified to run in Point to Points. This number had for some years been steady around the 4000
level but immediately started to drop from 2008/09 onwards to the point where for this last season only 2700
hunter certificates were registered, a fall of some one third over a seven-year period. The decline in the number of
riders over the period has been only slightly less dramatic, at around 25% to the current level of just over 600.
Reflecting also economic pressures the total amount of sponsorship raised by all fixtures fell from a peak of £1369k
in 2008/09 to a low of £981k in 2012/13, a decline of 28%. Testament to the resilience and enthusiasm of the
hunting community and fixture teams the number of fixtures over this period fell only some 10% to 189; the strain
was largely taken by fixture profits the reported aggregate of which halved between 2006/07 and 2012/13 when
the figure was £739k. The aggregate annual cost of staging all fixtures over this period remained pretty much
constant at around £3,500k which, combined with reduced sponsorship income, has for many fixtures led to a
greatly increased risk of losing money.
In this last season 184 fixtures took place, only a small reduction on the 2012/13 number of 189. At the same time
the gradual recovery in total sponsorship income that started the previous season has continued, reaching £1,107k,
with a further recovery in the aggregate reported profits of all fixtures to £1254k a disproportionate increase driven
by higher gate receipts as well as higher sponsorship income.
In line with the lower number of horses with Hunter Certificates the average number of runners per meeting fell
8% from 53.7 in the previous season to 49.5. A number of other comparative measures for last season illuminate
the problem caused by the reduced horse population available to a relatively static number of fixtures. For instance,
the number of walkovers nearly doubled from 6 to 11, there were 42 two runner races compared to 36 in the
previous season, the number of fixtures with 100 or more runners halved from 6 to 3 and 22 fixtures in this last
season had 30 or fewer runners compared to 14 previously.
The data from the 2013/14 season highlighted the need to take immediate steps to encourage more owners and
horses into the sport and to this end, and following on from the review of the sport commenced at the end of the
previous season by Clare Hazell in conjunction with PPA directors Stephen Howlett and Nick Sutton, a PPA Race
Planning Committee under the Chairmanship of leading bloodstock agent David Minton, and reporting to the PPA
Board, was established in February 2015.
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The Committee’s brief was to make, on an ongoing basis, recommendations to the Board on changes to the race
programme and to race conditions such as distance, penalties, allowances and prize money that would create
new options for fixture committees to frame their cards and individual races in such a way that they could attract
additional entries and ultimately new horses into the sport. In order to inform the Committee an on line survey
was distributed in early 2015 to some 4000 participants seeking information about the profile of the horse
population, attitudes to prize money levels and to Hunt members races, views on such matters as the point to
point entry level race for winners on the flat and what horses should be permitted to run in Intermediate races. In
excess of 800 replies were received which formed a solid base of data on which the Committee was able to start
formulating its recommendations. Towards the end of the season the Committee was close to finalising several
proposals to go forward for consultation with the PPSA and PPORA, ratification by the PPA Board and finally,
where Regulation changes are required, for approval by the BHA. It is hoped that this process will be completed
in time for changes to be incorporated into the Planner for the 2015/16 season.
In early 2015 the Point to Point Racing Company commenced the development of a new website for which a match
funded grant had been obtained from BHA Grant Funding; it is intended that the website will be ready for launch
before the start of the new season.
In July of 2014, as foreshadowed by Simon Claisse in his review of the 2013/14 season, Jeremy Barber and I were
elected as Independent non – executive directors of the PPA to replace Simon and Tabitha Cave. In mid-November
the Board asked me to take over as Chairman from Simon and at the end of December he and Tabitha duly left
the Board. The Board has expressed to both their heartfelt thanks for all the time and hard work that they put in
to the furtherance of the health of Point to Pointing.
During my first season as Chairman I attended some 25 fixtures around the country covering all but three of the
14 Areas (North West, Welsh Border and South Wales and Monmouth) to whom I apologise but there are only so
many weekends in the season. I like to think that this has given me a good insight into the variation in the issues
faced by fixtures in different Areas. I was hugely struck by the energy and commitment of fixture organisers right
across the country; after ten years as Chairman of RaceTech I thought I understood a bit about the putting on of
a race meeting but the passion and commitment of the volunteers who make our sport happen has been a
revelation.

TIM CURTIS
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I have very much enjoyed getting out and about and meeting so many
participants, officials, volunteers and keen spectators during my first full season
at the PPA. I would like to place on record my sincere thanks, to all those people
whose combined efforts, tireless enthusiasm and support make Pointing such a
unique and successful sport. There is clear passion across the country and an
outward approach to encourage and welcome newcomers to a local meeting.
I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Simon Claisse who stood down
as Chairman in December 2014 and also his successor, Tim Curtis and his fellow PPA Board members for their
generous guidance and for giving up so much of their time and expertise so freely.
I am pleased to reflect back on what was a memorable season, with many highlights. More than 2,700 horses and
around 600 jockeys competed nationwide, and over £90,000 was directed to the sport’s grassroots via National
Sponsorship. We were delighted to welcome as new sponsors: Subaru, Doncaster Bloodstock Sales and NFU Mutual.
Above all, a unique day at the races was enjoyed by over 300,000 people.
The welfare of our horses and riders is an area of non-negotiation, and the monitoring and improvement of which
will always be at the heart of the PPA’s mission. Sharing best practice with the professional sphere can only lift our
standards and it has been very satisfying to see our jockeys receiving the benefit of jockey coaching. Concussion
has been a hot topic across the news in recent months, and it is something our sport takes very seriously. A
concussion bounty is now in place to ensure that riders always have access to fit-for-purpose headgear and a new
injury notification procedure for jockeys further underlines our work to mitigate the inevitable risks of race-riding.
The Point-to-Point Authority will continue to work to strike a balance between this wonderful and rich pastime and
the growing demands and opportunities of modern sport.

I am proud to lead my small, dedicated team, in

providing a professional range of services that stakeholders need and deserve. Our office is always bustling with
activity as we deal with queries and process the various needs of jockeys, owners, officials and Point-to-Point fixture
secretaries–the latter continuing to be the backbone of the sport.
It is so important for me to always to have an eye on the future and the sport’s growth. Two particularly important
initiatives

that

are

serving

Pointing

well

involve

the

development

of

the

new

National

Website

www.pointotpoint.co.uk and the setting up of a Race Programming Committee, which is chaired by David Minton.
The website is our shop window and is both a key resource and a first entry point for the participants and racegoers
alike. Race Programming is the skilled process of matching the races on offer with the changing size and standard
of the horses that are in training. The Committee has considered feedback from a specific survey and has made
recommendations that require significant regulatory change. This blueprint is designed to create more competitive
racing and an increase in opportunities
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It would be remiss of me not to mention our Champions of the 2014/15 point-to-point season. A special mention
to Will Biddick, who smashed the British record for victories in one season, taking the previous best of 56 to a new
high of 68 wins, and congratulations to Gina Andrews our women’s champion, taking the honours for the second
time after a four-year gap.
I have heard it said that Pointing is racing’s best kept secret but through collaboration across the sport we have a
powerful story to help us reach many more new spectators, and to inspire the commitment of more owners and
jockeys within a sport that really does have something for everyone.

CLARE HAZELL
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THE BOARD:
The Board, under the chairmanship of Tim Curtis, met regularly during the year.
Stakeholder Directors

Independent Directors

Mike Felton - MFHA

Tim Curtis - Chairman (From Dec 2014)

Stephen Howlett - PPSA

Jeremy Barber (From Dec 2015)

Richard Russell – The Jockey Club

Nick Sutton

Richard Fuller – PPORA
THE PPA TEAM:

CLARE HAZELL
Chief Executive

KELLY SIMPSON

KATY ARINC

Office Manager & PA to Chief Executive

Administrator

MEDICAL ADVISOR:

BOOK KEEPER/ACCOUNTS:

Dr Tony Walsh

Julie Ellis
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STATISTICS 2014-15

The figures shown in brackets are the corresponding figures for the 13/14 season
FIXTURES
The number of fixtures sanctioned by the BHA in 2014/15 was 191 (192). 184 (176) meetings took place. The
first Meetings, on 29th November were the Black Forest Lodge Club at Black Forest Lodge and Cambridge
University United Hunts Club at Cottenham.
COURSES
Meetings were held on 104 (102) different courses throughout the country in 2014/15. There were 2 new courses,
Askham Bryan College (Badworth & Bramham Moor) and Llwyn Ddu (Banwen Miners).
ABANDONED, POSTPONED & REARRANGED FIXTURES
13 (18) meetings were abandoned, postponed or rearranged in 2014/15. 2 (12) meetings were abandoned before
their entries opened, 5 (3) meetings which entries opened were totally lost, 2 (3) meetings were rearranged, and 4
(5) meetings originally postponed went ahead within 15 days.
HUNTER CERTIFICATES
2716 (2872) Hunter Certificates were lodged with 177 (177) British Hunts in 2014/15.
5 (4) Hunts registered 50 or more horses.
RACES AND ENTRIES
The total number of entries at Point-to-Point meetings in 2014/15 was 17,915 (18,609) with the average number of
runners per meeting 49.27 (53.69).
There were 11 (6) walkovers of which 3 were Men’s Opens, 2 were Mixed Opens, 2 were Hunt Members, 1 was a
Ladies Open, 1 was a Club Members Restricted, 1 was a TBA Club Member’s for Mares & Fillies and 1 was a Club
Members Conditions.
There were 42 (36) two runner races. 14 were hunt members, 11 Men’s, Ladies or Mixed Opens, 5 Restricted, 3
Intermediates, 3 club members conditioned, 2 were club member’s, 1 was Confined, 1 Open Maiden, 1 Open Maiden
for Mares & Fillies and 1 was an NPPA club members.
3 (6) Meetings achieved 100 or more runners, these being Larkhill Racing Club 111, North Ledbury 109 and Yorkshire
Area Point to Point Club 102.
22 (14) Meetings had 30 or fewer runners
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ATTENDANCE
Total Attendance during the season was in excess of 300,000
Month

Average Meeting
Attendance

December

1,500

January

1,500

February

1,200

March

1,700

April

2,500

May

1,800

June

2,000

HUNTERS’ CHASE SEASON 2015
After the reduction in the number of races for the 2014 season, and resultant much improved statistics, it was
decided to keep the numbers much the same in 2015. Ninety-seven 97 races in total were scheduled, including the
first ever Point-to-Point Bumper run in Great Britain in May at Aintree. Although fairly wet at times early on, only
three races were lost all season to abandonment, a figure bettered only once in the previous ten years.
After many years of keeping record of races with less than 8 declared runners, the BHA started amended the criteria
to races with less than 6 runners. As a result, the PPA came into line by monitoring the same measurement.
FINAL STATISTICS
For the 95 races that took place (including the Bumper) 1765 entries were received, 18.6 per race, and on the day
this produced an average field size across all Hunters’ Chases for the season of 9.02 per race. This figure was only
bettered by race type by NH Flat races at 9.68, including all types of Flat races. The comparable figure of all types
of Steeplechase combined came out at 7.29 and all Hurdle races at 8.95 per race.
In 66% of Hunter Chases run, 8 or more runners resulted, against a figure of 55% for all Jump Races. However,
less than 6 horses ran in 15% of Hunter Chases, whereas all Jump races produced a figure of 16.9%. All figures
were measured after the balloting out of 31 horses in Hunters’ Chases for Safety Factor reasons and a further 5 for
a lack of stables.
It was a season of which we should be proud, with good competitive racing, and once more the BHA should be
congratulated for allowing a number of races to suit the horse population.
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The figures shown in brackets are the corresponding figures for the 13/14 season.

RIDER QUALIFICATION CERTIFICATES
During the 2014/15 season a total of 603 (624) Riders Qualification Certificates (RQCs) were issued. Of the RQCs
issued 131 were issued to new applicants who hadn’t held an RQC before (21.7%).

DEMOGRAPHY
Age

RQCs by Age Group
3%

Around 50% of all RQCs were issued to the “20-29” age category

1%

with second most RQCs issued to “under 20” year olds at 26%.

5%
26%

14%

Under 20

Only 5 RQCs (1%) were issued to riders aged “60+”. There was

20 -29

little change to the percentage of RQCs issued in each age

30 - 39

category as compared to last season.

40 - 49
50 - 59
51%

60+

Gender

RQCs by Gender

More RQCs were issued to Male Riders over Female Riders, and
the percentage issued to each was exactly the same as last season
(59% Male, 41% Female).

41%

F
M

59%

Riders with an Amateur
Licence

19%

Less than half the riders issued with RQC’s also held an Amateur
Licence at the time of application.

Category A Licence and 22% (20%) held a Category B Licence.

Category A
Category B

59%

19% (18%) also held a

22%
No Amateur
Licence
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Geographic Spread of RQCs
Most RQCs were issued in the Wessex area (WM). As in the previous season, the area issuing least RQCs was West
Wales with 12 (13).

RQCs Issued by Area
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

82
78

47
4644
39

27
20

2022

14'15

1%

2224
1213

13'14

Turnaround Time
2%

56
50

46
42
3432

2%

67

6661

65
52
41
36

82

0%

The average time taken to issue a RQC (from receipt of
1%

the application to the date it was posted out) was 8.8
days (9.4 days), the majority of applications - 64% (56%)

7%

were issued within 7 days of receipt.

87% (84%) of

applications were issued within 14 days of receipt.

23%
64%

0-7 Days

8-14 Days

15-21 Days

22-28 Days

29-37 Days

38-44 Days

45-51 Days

52+ Days

The majority of riders (256) were Hunt Subscribers and

Qualification
1% 1%
7%

4%

4%
10%

22%

Daughter/Son/Spou
se of Farmer
Daughter/Son/Spou
se of Master

8%

43%

132 paid One Day Cap’.

Daughter/Son/Spou
se of Member
Daughter/Son/Spou
se of Subscriber
Farmer
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Figures shown in bracketed italics denote the corresponding figure for the 2013’14 season.

RIDERS SPONSORSHIP SCHEME (RSS)

Number of Riders new to the
scheme/re-registered

In the 2014’15 Point to Point season 272 (140) riders
registered with the Riders Sponsorship Scheme (RSS), 105
of them had been registered the previous season and were
renewing the sponsorship and 44 were new to the scheme

30%

as shown in the graph below:
70%

Renewed

New

Amount of Sponsorship
3%

2% 5% 5%

A total of £64,755.70 (£56325.78) in sponsorship was paid
into the scheme during the season which equates to an

4%

average of £434.60 (£403.47) per rider.
16%
9%

56%

£0-349

£350-399

£400-499

£500-599

£600-699

£700-799

£800-899

£900-950
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DEVELOPMENT

JOCKEY TRAINING
As a pilot, RQC holders were included in regional coaching workshops within the BHA’s Jockey Coaching
Program. Receiving expert tuition and advice from professional coaches attendees gained greatly by attending
the workshops. All riders were contacted via a new group text messaging services which resulted in good take
up. To view some film from the session at the BRS click here.

Following the success of the pilot, further BHA funding was secured for four additional sessions and a course
walk at Tabley Racecourse, during the period.

Date

Venue

Coach

Attendees

Thursday 2 April

Stratford Racecourse

Carl Llewellyn

6

Monday 13 April

Oaksey House

Mark Bradburne

6

Friday 1 May

Penrith

Brian Harding

4

Wednesday 6 May

Wellington

Rodi Greene

2

Sunday 17th May

Tabley

Tim Reed

7

The PPA are grateful to the BHA for the providing funding for the Point-to-Point Jockey training and the PPORA
for assisting with the organization.

PPA DOCTOR ORIENTATION DAYS
Two orientation days for Point-to-Point Doctors were held at the end of January 2015 and were attended by over
20 professionals. Amongst others, Dr Anna-Louise Mackinnon (Former PJA Medical Advisor), Dr Jerry Hill (BHA
Chief Medical Advisor), Dr Graham Russell (Senior Racecourse Medical Officer) and Andrew Spence made
presentations.
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OUTLINE OF REGULATORY & INSTRUCTIONAL CHANGES
The following changes were approved by the PPA Board and further ratified by the BHA Board and were effective
from the start of the 2014/15 season.
1. ELIGIBILITY – A proposal was put forward regarding Hunters’ Steeple Chase eligibility (February 2014); it suggested
that the Rule should move away from using penalty values and instead adopt the use of Class values. A similar
proposal was put forward regarding the P2P Regulation 34 (v) however the potential wording for the Regulations
2014/2015 needed to retain the ‘lagging part of the window’ where penalty values had been previously advertised,
but the ultimate aim is to eventually use solely Class values. The BHA and PPA Boards agreed and ratified the
proposal. Effective: 2014/15 season.
2. PENALTIES – Penalty structure remains; dates were amended in line with 2014/15 season.
3. USE OF THE WHIP – The proposal concerned breaches associated with wealing and suggested that such breaches
should be fined in conjunction with other whip offences. For example, a rider can be found in breach for excessive
use and fined accordingly and can then be subject to a cumulative sum when a weal is additionally considered. P2P
stewards can then incorporate weal mark penalties in association with other whip use penalties. The BHA and PPA
Boards agreed and ratified the proposal. Changes to Appendix F (Regulations) and Appendix H (Instructions).
4. SKULL CAPS (APPENDIX C) – The PPA and BHA Boards approved and ratified the proposal to update the
specification in line with amendments under Rules. Update effective from 1 April 2015.
5. BODY PROTECTORS (APPENDIX O) - The PPA and BHA Boards approved and ratified the proposal to update the
specification in line with amendments under Rules. Update effective from 1 April 2015.
6. PROHIBITED SUBSTANCES (APPENDIX Q) – A proposal was put forward under Rules to amend threshold levels
stated as they no longer reflected the levels that the Horseracing Forensics Laboratory are now able to detect
prohibited substances. A similar proposal was put forward for the Regulations in line with the Rules.
7. SPONSORED HORSES (APPENDIX L (ii)) - The PPA Board suggested offering additional sites on Owners’ colours
(chest and collar) for formally sponsored horses and the BHA subsequently took forward the proposal through the
appropriate committees.
8. NOVICE RIDERS (DEFINITIONS) – The PPORA committee raised the view that Novice riders have few opportunities
to ride after they have ridden 3 winners and no can longer claim as a Novice. The proposal stated that by increasing
the number of winners required to 6 in order to no longer be considered a Novice, the riders’ experience would be
extended and this may encourage Owners to use a ‘new non-Novice’ rider.
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9. INSPECTION PROTOCOL AND POSTPONEMENT /ABANDONMENT OF MEETING (INSTRUCTION 5.10) – An
incident during the 2013/14 season yielded confusion as to who is responsible for taking the decision to abandon
or allow racing to continue. It should be noted that in line with Regulation 13 (ii), Stewards have the power to
abandon a fixture; an explanation setting out reasons for such must be sent to the BHA and must be signed by the
Senior Steward and Clerk of the Course.
The proposed amendment aimed to make it clear that good communication is necessary and that Stewards must be
satisfied with the decision taken.
10. STOP RACE PROCEDURE (REGULATION 122 (VI), 124 (I) & (H), INSTRUCTION 8.2 (C) & APPENDIX L)- The PPA
Board requested for the procedure to be introduced to be introduced in line with the Rules of Racing; it further
requested that this should be introduced as a mandatory procedure on health and safety grounds.
11. RACING ON GOOD FRIDAY – The introduction of such fixtures under Rules followed consultation with industry
stakeholders (NTF, RCA, HG etc). The criteria set out by the BHA was aimed at select racecourses to mitigate a large
volume of applications and to enforce minimum prize money requirements. Interested racecourses had to produce
a compelling case for why a Good Friday fixture would benefit the industry as well as their own business.
Not all the above criteria extended to P2P but they provided a guideline for the PPA to consider. The PPA agreed
to offer the fixture to those organising Committees who already had a fixture over the Easter weekend to eliminate
too many applications. The BHA supported the PPA in pursuing Good Friday fixtures.
12. STEWARDS RESPONSIBILITIES/INTEGRITY – Following a couple of intelligence led requests during the 2013/14
season, it became apparent that Stewards are not necessarily exploiting their powers as part of enforcing the
Regulations. The Stewards in question further intimated that random passport checks are rarely carried out other
than when BHA Veterinary Officers visit fixtures. The BHA was keen to encourage random spot checks by Stewards;
the BHA planned to alert the Senior Steward ahead of the fixture (Regulation 1 xiii. Part b). The intention was to
carry out six of these checks throughout the 2014 /15 season. The PPA requested that the BHA provide clarity on
the Stewards’ obligations.
13. TOTALISATOR FACILITIES - Following the sale of the Tote it was confirmed that organisers must now apply to the
Tote (Successor Company) Limited to run a tote. This was highlighted at the PPSA Committee meeting in April 2014.
14. MEDICAL UPDATE – The implementation of a rider injury notification system; this is a work in progress which enables
rapid communication and therefore efficient administration with the aim of ensuring no one rides on a ‘red entry’.
The RQC Application Process was reviewed and the result was that there was no need for further streamlining.
15. DISCIPLINARY HEARINGS – There were 12 enquiries held at BHA High Holborn.
16. STEWARDS CRITERIA (INSTRUCTION 8.1) – Clarification for the criteria for Stewards’ eligibility was put forward
ahead of the current season.
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PPA INTERNAL REVIEW
An internal paper was prepared by Clare Hazell, Stephen Howlett and Nick Sutton and presented to the PPA
Board in December 2014. The paper focused on 7 key areas:


race planning and penalty structure



retention of participants



economic impact



communications



sponsorship



costs and relationships



Regulation and qualifications.

Sixteen Key recommendations resulted including the formation of a Race Programming Committee and the
commencement of a Stakeholder Survey.

RACE PROGRAMMING COMMITTEE

Committee Member

Representing

David Minton (Chairman)

Independent

Richard Russell

BHA

Alan Hill

MFHA

Mat Coleman

PRO

Nick Bostock

PPSA

Tik Saunders

PPORA

Philip Hall

The Jockey Club
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The role of the Race Programming Committee is to make recommendations to the PPA Board in respect of race
programming and framing at Point to Points and to provide a forum for debate on all aspects of the fixture list.
The Committee collects feedback, and monitors all relevant statistics, so as to be in a position to recommend policy
based on the following aims:


Provide a well-structured model for fixtures that will increase the numbers of participants and race-goers
and thereby underpin the future of the sport.



Improve the average number of runners per race



Create a race programme that reflects the quality and quantity of the available horse population



Analyse data to highlight the imbalance in the race program in order to create a revised programme that
offers appropriate balance of opportunities for horses of different ability.



Improve competitive nature of races. (Address small fields/short-priced favourites)



Horse Welfare – Prevent large weights being carried by multiple winners



Attract horses that are capable of sustaining a career in the sport by increasing opportunities



Identify horses yet to run under rules that could develop from Point-to-Points and vice versa



Encourage natural progression of the horses mental and physical abilities (it is beneficial for horses of
similar experience to compete against each other)



Encourage Flat horses to transfer to Pointing



Guidance on cross referencing between areas in order to produce an evenly spread

The Committee, chaired by David Minton met twice during the period. Following their first meeting in February
2015 a short survey was compiled and sent out to riders, owners, keepers and other interested parties with the
results considered in April 2015.

The Committee made its first recommendations to the Board in May 2015, many of which were subsequently
sanctioned by the BHA for implementation during the 2015-16 season.
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Implementation of a new veteran series with a rating cap (0-90)
Frame Hunt Races as first or last race on the card.

PPA to advise hunts to

Recommendation
Recommendation

amalgamate Hunt Races with poor field sizes (Under 4 runners)
Encourage fixtures to run more 2m4f maiden races.

Recommendation

Disallow 7YO’s from running in Young Horse Maidens

Regulation

Combination of some areas:

Recommendation

1.

North West West Midlands/Welsh Borders

2.

Wales  Combined into one area

3.

Sandhurst South East

A PPSA matter.

Create opportunities for mares as demand increases

Recommendation

Increase maximum prize money level to £1,000 per race for all races.

Regulation

Increase the number of Club Races allowed on a card to 4 (from 3)

Regulation

Mandatory Penalties of at least 5lbs in Open Races from Feb 1 st for horses which

Regulation

have won an open in the current of previous season.
Cumulative penalties in Mixed Opens for horses which have won an open in

Regulation

current or previous season. Base weight 11st 7lbs. Maximum 12 lb penalty.
Create a definition of a veteran horse (9YO and over from 1 st Dec, 10 YO and over

Regulation

from 1st Jan)
Allow races at distances from 2m4f + in all categories – limiting this to one non

Regulation

to one non-maiden race per meeting.
Allow winners on the Flat and of Bumpers to race at Restricted level

Regulation

Confine meetings to 6 races on weekends/holiday weekends when there are more

Regulation

than 10 meetings scheduled
Remove allowances for 5YO’s from March 1st

Regulation
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POINT-TO-POINT RACING COMPANY
During the period the P2PRC team consisted of Viv Buckby (Supervisor), Lucy Wheeler and Sarah Pollard.

NEW ON-LINE ENTRY INITIATIVE
During the period, The P2PRC removed the restriction on their online entry service only being available to those
fixtures taking the full P2PRC entry service. Eight meetings took advantage of the innovation which allows Owners
a further choice when entering in addition to removing the possibility of a fixture carrying a bad debt as a result
of taking a manual entry close to the entry deadline.

P2PRC BOARD
In January 2015 The P2PRC received resignations from Simon Claisse and Heather Kemp. In accordance with the
shareholders’ agreement, the PPA nominated two new Directors. Accordingly, the Board endorsed the appointment
of Tim Curtis and Clare Hazell as appointed Directors to the P2PRC Board. The PPA wishes to put on record its
thanks to both Simon and Heather for their representation on the P2PRC as the company continues to be a valuable
and relied upon asset to those involved with the day to day running of the sport as well as playing a key role in
its promotion.
Nick Wright (Chairman), Jo Abraham and Nick Craven remained on the P2PRC Board during the period

PRODUCTS AND SERVICES
The P2PRC provides an extensive array of products and services to Point-to-Pointing. During the season, they were
responsible for qualifying all Point-to-Point Entries, and supporting both the BHA and the PPSA in the day-to-day
running of the sport.
The P2PRC produces the sport's most easily-recognisable products:
THE PLANNER: Final sales of the 2014-15 ‘Planner’ totalled 1,425 compared to 1,395 copies of the 2013/14 edition.
The increase came from sales of the ring bound version which sold 52 more copies than the 2013/14 edition.
RESULTS AND STATS: Final sales of the 2013/14 edition totalled 424 copies.
ENTRIES SERVICE: 7,571 entries were made via the PTPRC Entry Service in 2014/15 compared to 6,924 in 2013/14.
During the 2014/15 season 79 meetings used the PTPRC Entry Service, compared to 75 meetings in 2013/14 and
72 in 2012/13.
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ON-LINE ENTRIES: During the 2014/15 season 44.5% of entries taken by the PTPRC Entry Service were made
online, compared to 29% the previous season. An Entries Secretary login was developed during the period which
proved very popular with 90% of secretaries who use the PTPRC Entry Service logging in to track the number of
entries being made.
RACECARD SERVICE: During the 2014/15 season racecards were produced for 135 meetings.
WEBSITE: The website is run from the P2PRC office, keeping the Point-to-Point world up to date with all the latest
news and events, meeting previews and reports. During the period, work progressed on a new website for the
sport.
TALKING POINT:

The P2PRC continues to run the sport’s Official Telephone and Fax Entries, Results and

information Service. The service continues to attract a significant volume of calls.
GOPOINTING:

GoPointing is a free weekly digital newspaper.

During the period work was undertaken to

understand the readership better. An online questionnaire was carried out to help with this which generated 1,500
responses.
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2014/15 CHAMPIONS
The Leading Hunter Chase Rider championship was shared between Ciaran Gethings and Claire Hart, both with five
wins each. Leading Novice Riders of the season were Harry Cobden (13 wins) and Lara Mahon (9 wins). The
Leading Lady Rider of the season was Gina Andrews with 29 wins, and Leading Gentleman was Will Biddick who
had a fantastic season notching up 68 wins and breaking the previous Point-to-Point record of 56.
Of the jockeys currently holding a full professional BHA Jumps licence, just under 50% have British Point-to-Point
experience. This figure rises to approximately 60% when British-licenced jockeys who started their career in Ireland
are excluded. This correlates to the 62% of current BHA licensed Conditional jockeys with Point-to-Point experience.
From these figures, the relevance of Point-to-Pointing to Jump jockey education and training is clear.
Both Harry Cobden and Harry Bannister are notable graduates from the sport following a successful 2014-15 season,
both secured positions with top National Hunt trainers.
The Leading Horse of the year was shared between Rosie’s Peacock and Cock of the Rock both securing 7 wins
during the season. The Jockey Club Champion Novice Mare Award went to Miss Gotaway who won a maiden,
restricted and intermediate race.
Point-to-Pointing continues to provide a ‘nursery’ for horses yet to run under Rules, playing an essential part in
their development and encouraging a natural progression of the horses’ mental and physical abilities. Analysis of
data over the past five years relating to horses graduating from the Point-to-Pointing field to Rules racing confirms
the essential and fundamental part the sport plays.
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2014/15 CHAMPIONS

TOP PERFORMERS 2014/15

Lady Riders

Connolly’s Red Mills Leading Trainers’

Gina Andrews

29

Championship – 8+ horses

Hannah Watson

17

Jack Barber

51

Claire Hart

15

Alan Hill

30

Kayley Woollacott

25

Fullers Brewery Gentleman Riders
Will Biddick

68

Fullers Brewery Leading Male Novice Rider

John Mathias

32

Harry Cobden

13

Darren Edwards

22

Peter Bryan

9

Fullers Brewery Leading Female Novice Rider

Leading Owner
Nick Wright

13

Richard Hewitt

12

Jeremy Barber

10

Lara Mahon

9

Lucy Wheeler

7

PPRC Leading Hunter Chase Rider
Ciaran Gethings

5

Connolly’s Red Mills Leading Horse of the Year

Claire Hart

5

Rosie’s Peacock

7

Will Biddick

4

Cock of the Rock

7
Leading Hunter Chase Trainer

Connolly’s Red Mills Leading Trainers’

Mickey Bowen

4

Championship - 7 or fewer horses

Christine Drury

3

Rachel Green

11

Mickey Bowen

9

The Jockey Club Mares Maiden Championship

Nick Alexander

8

Miss Gotaway

15pts

Biddles Bedouin

12pts
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2014/15 LEVY BOARD GRANT

The PPA and all involved in Point-to-Pointing are very grateful for the support received from the Levy Board.
Examination of the fixture profitability levels shows how critical this support is.
The PPA submitted the following grant proposals to the Levy Board in September 2014:
1.

An increase in grant for meetings racing between December-February

2.

A contribution towards Point-to-Point riders costs.

3.

Funding to support a Stakeholder Survey

Due to levy profitability being lower than expected during the period, the HBLB annual grant remained unchanged.
Although the HBLB Board were not able to make an additional contribution in 2015 they were keen to support the
proposed Stakeholder survey. Accordingly, the PPA Board supported the model below allowing £8,750 to be
channelled towards the development of Point-to-Point via the survey.

2014/15
Band

Number of
Meetings

Proposed Contribution
per Meeting

HBLB contribution

Dec – Feb

43

£1,750

£75,250

March

46

£1,450

£66,700

April - June

77

£1,200

£92,400

Easter
Saturday

12

£300.00

£3,600

Easter
Monday

11

£300.00

£3,300

189

£241,250
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PR AND COMMUNICATIONS

During the period, the PPA increased its use of social media keeping the sport up to date with breaking news and
interacting with race-goers and participants. As at June 2015 the PPA Facebook page had 3036 likes (an increase
of 11%) and 3070 followers on Twitter (an increase of 8%). The GoPointing Facebook and Twitter accounts continue
to be a useful and popular PR tool with 1512 followers on Twitter (from 971) and 3031 facebook likes (from 1841).
A new digital edition of the Pointer Magazine was produced in time for a PPA Media Day held in October. The
PPORA was provided with hard copies for all of their members at cost price with the digital version distributed via
email to approx. 25,000 racing and Point-to-Point enthusiasts including every registered Flat and National Hunt
Owner.
The E-Route Newsletter is a quarterly digital production sent by email to a database of 3,000. It is also posted on
the National Website, Twitter and Facebook.
During the period, a bespoke promotional brochure, “Get to the Point!” was produced in order to highlight
commercial opportunities to potential sponsors. In addition, the brochure was posted on the National Website in
a digital format.
A PPA Media day was held at Stratford Racecourse on 30th October 2015 with over 50 attendees. It was hosted by
Luke Harvey and was an effective platform to announce new sponsorship deals with Subaru and Doncaster
Bloodstock Sales. The day was attended by sponsors, members of the media and other relevant individuals. The
event was subsequently featured on Attheraces and Sky Sports and the media pack was distributed to over 100
journalists.
For the first time, the Point-to-Point fixture list was published in the IJF desk and pocket diary 2015.
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SPONSORSHIP

Dodson & Horrrell again sponsored the PPORA Club Members Series for Novice Riders, this season being their
twenty-eighth year as a Point-to-Point sponsor. The series consisted of a series of 12 sponsored races in which
the first four horses and riders past the post became eligible for the Series Final at Knutsford Races at Tabley on
17th May 2015. In addition all other races containing a Novice Rider condition offer a place in the Final to the first
three horses and riders past the post.

Leading feed producer Connolly’s Red Mills continued to support a National Intermediate series. A total of 14
races were sponsored culminating in their final at Cheltenham racecourse’s Hunter Chase meeting on Wednesday
29th April. The first 4 horses placed in a qualifier were eligible for the Final plus the first two horses placed in any
other intermediate race. The eighth running of the sought-after championship looked a very competitive affair
with 17 horses heading to post. Congratulations to Paddy Gerety and the connections of Mr Mercurial who ran
out a 4 ½ length winner.

In addition, Connolly’s Red Mills awarded the leading Point to Point trainer with a tonne of horse feed, a trophy
and voucher in two categories, trainers who have 7 horses or fewer and those who have above that number. They
also awarded a Red Mills Cooler, trophy and voucher to the National Champion Horse for the first year.

For the fifth successive season AGA sponsored the Ladies Open championship culminating in a final at Stratford
on 29th May. Lady riders finishing 1st, 2nd or 3rd in any Ladies Open race earned points. Hannah Lewis clinched the
title for the second year running.

An exciting new regional Championship for Owners – the AGA All Comers

Championship – spearheaded the AGA sponsorship. The ground breaking Championship consisted of 24 fixtures,
and culminated in Finals Day at Chaddesley Corbett on Monday 25th May 2015.

The fixture also hosted an Anglo-Irish Challenge between two teams of top riders from the UK and Ireland, and it
was fitting that the title was decided in the Ladies Challenge race. The race was won by Thoonavolla, ridden by
the champion-elect lady rider, Gina Andrews and trained by Tom Weston. Very well done to the 2015 AGA All
Comers Champions, ‘The Troubled Partnership’.

In the 2014/15 season, The Thoroughbred Breeders Association (TBA) sponsored ten races for Mares. Owners
with a runner in any TBA race were given a 12 month subscription to the TBA worth £125.
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SPONSORSHIP

For the 14/15 season the Bonhams Mens Open Race Point to Point Series comprised twenty-one qualifying races
and culminated in a Hunter Chase Final at Cheltenham Racecourse on 29 th April. Alan Hill legged up his son Joe to
take the race on Quinz. A strong field of 10 went to post with Quinz running out a 2 ¼ length winner and Joe
celebrating his first success at the home of National Hunt

The Jockey Club were welcomed back as a sponsor of the Mares Maiden Series for the 2014/15 season, including
the Champion Novice Mare award. Mares accumulated points once they had been placed in one of 19 sponsored
qualifiers. The owner of the winning mare was awarded £500 at the National Awards Dinner.

The PPA welcomed NFU Mutual who sponsored five races during the season.
New National sponsors, Subaru sponsored 26 qualifying races and a final at Stratford. The final attracted a quality
field of 13 runners and was won by the mare Dabinett Moon,

In order to promote a new bumper for British point-to-point graduates, Doncaster Bloodstock Sales supported the
Grassroots of the sport in return for advertisements in race cards. A maximum field lined up in the bumper which
was run in May at Aintree and was won by Chap.
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ANGLO-IRISH CHALLENGE

THE MOUNTAIN WAREHOUSE ANGLO-IRISH CHALLENGE – CONGRATULATIONS TO TEAM GB
Congratulations go to the team at Chaddesley Corbett who hosted the third running of the Anglo-Irish Challenge,
in May 2015, this year sponsored by Mountain Warehouse. This was the first year the event had been held in the
UK and the huge crowd were treated to some superb riding performances, notably from Gina Andrews and Derek
O’Connor.

The victorious British teams were:

Ladies

Gentlemen

Gina Andrews

John Matthias

Hannah Watson

Jamie Thomas

Claire Hart

Nick Orpwood

Cath Walton

Robbie Henderson

They took on the Irish whose team consisted of:

Ladies

Gentlemen

Maxine O’Sullivan

Derek O’Connor

Lisa O’Neill

Jamie Codd

Elizabeth Lalor

Barry O’Neill

Stella McGrath

Declan Queally
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THE PPA

PPA OFFICE
During the period, the expiration of the current lease at Trull gave the PPA the opportunity to review its needs and
how it delivers its services. It was decided by the Board to relocate the office to The Shrivenham Hundred Business
Park near Swindon in July 2015. The new premise benefits from a high level of security, improved technology,
good transport links and communication. In addition, it brings the PPA Office closer to representatives from other
areas of the industry.
Both Kelly Jones and Katy Arinc decided to leave the PPA in June 2015 prior to the business moving to its new
premises.

STAKEHOLDER SURVEY
As an integral part of its future planning, the PPA undertook an information gathering exercise in order establish
amongst other things the identity, location and views of existing and potential participants. Going forward, the
survey will be used to frame and ensure the future of the sport, ultimately laying strong foundations for the future.

PPA ACCOUNTANCY
Tim Brown of Grosvenor House Grosvenor House Practice Ltd continued as the PPA’s accountant/auditor.
The PPA is grateful that it can rely upon such professional advice.

STATUTORY REPORT & ACCOUNTS
The Statutory Report and Accounts for the year ended June 2015 and Balance Sheet at that date are set out on
the remaining pages of this Report.
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